
 
 
 

 

Set up devices ahead of your child opening it 
Getting a device can be an exciting time, and it can often 
be a lot easier to set up parental controls, screen time limits, 
and other settings before you hand the device to your 
child. 
If you are gifting a second-hand device to your child, you 
can make sure that the device has been reset to factory 
settings before you give it to your child. This means that 
any apps, settings, or data that is already on the device 
have been removed, and you can start with a blank slate. 
By setting up the technology before you gift it, you can put 
in place some safety settings and parental controls to help 
you feel comfortable with your child using it. 

Set up expectations ahead of time 
A Family Agreement is a fantastic tool to help you 
establish boundaries and set expectations around your 
family’s device usage. 
A Family Agreement can be updated as new devices are 
brought into the house, or when the way your family uses 
technology changes. 
Updating an existing Family Agreement when your child 
receives their new device allows them to know where they 
can use it, how long for, and whether they need 
permission to download apps or make purchases. 
Download and 
print the 
Childnet Family 
Agreement here. 

Many children ask for the latest technology, devices, 
and games for Christmas, and there may be 
considerations for parents and carers to make before 
buying. There is so much that we can do online 
nowadays but it is important that we set boundaries 
for our children to keep them safe. 

Check age restrictions/ratings 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/family-agreement/


Boys are being targeted with harmful content. Global Action 
Plan along with Vodafone have produced this powerful video, 
highlighting how social media algorithms can amplify 
misogynistic content for boys. Watch it here:  

Do you need suggestions on age appropriate games?  

You could use either of the following websites to search 
suitable games. Remember, PEGI rates the gameplay so 
whilst it is important to review age ratings, you must also 
check if it has a communication feature as this might 
mean you decide a game is not suitable for your 
child.  Have you given your child access to 

social media but are now regretting 
that decision? Bark have published 
this article to help you take back 
control and remove access to social 
media:  

Check out our school website for other helpful ‘How 
to’ guides, links to blogs about online safety 
and recommended resources for children: 

CONTACT US: 

Please speak to your child’s class 
teacher, Mr Leaver (Online Safety 
lead) or email the office if you would 
like further support. 

admin@lambslane.wokingham.sch.uk 

https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/online-climate/safer-socials/desensitisation
https://www.familygamingdatabase.com/home
https://www.askaboutgames.com/find-the-right-game
https://www.bark.us/blog/removing-social-media/
https://www.lambslane.wokingham.sch.uk/bloqs/parent-support/online-safety/
mailto:admin@lambslane.wokingham.sch.uk?subject=Online%20Safety

